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RUNES

I. History of Runes, Orthography, and Pronunciation
A. Futharks and Futhorcs
1. Older or Germanic futhark (fupark)

Spear-
head

end.

Figure 1: Kragehul | (DR 196 U) spear-shaft, discovered in 1877 in Funen, Denmark. Dated to
ca. 300 CE. Epigrapgic line drawing from George Stephens, Handbook of the Old-Northern
Runic Monuments of Scandinavia and England (Edinburgh: Williams and Norgate, 1884), 90.

According to epigraphic evidence, the oldest Germanic script, the so-called older
futhark! or Germanic futhark, a runic script of twenty-four letters, was used in northern
Europe from ca. 200 CE to ca. 750 CE.? This “alphabet” is called the futhark (or fupark)
after the sound values of the first six runes found in inscriptions of rune-rows which show
a complete set of all 24 runes. The first known complete futharks, written out in
sequence, appear in the fifth century.®> Although scholars disagree about the origins of
this script, it is certainly based on some sort of Mediterranean alphabet, however, whether
that Mediterranean alphabet was Latin, Greek, or Etruscan is fiercely debated.*

! This script is often called the elder futhark, but here I follow Bengt Odenstedt, EImer H. Antonsen, and
Raymond lan Page who all call it the older futhark. See Bengt Odenstedt, On the Origin and Early History
of the Runic Script: Typology and Graphic Variation in the Older Futhark (Uppsala: Almquist & Wiksell,
1990), 11; Elmer H. Antonsen, A Concise Grammar of the Older Runic Inscriptions (Tubingen: Max
Niemeyer Verlag, 1975), 1; R. I. Page, “Quondam et Futurus (1994),” in Runes and Runic Inscriptions:
Collected Essays On AngloSaxon and Viking Runes (Suffolk UK: The Boydell Press, 1999), 9.

2 Bengt Odenstedt, On the Origin and Early History of the Runic Script, 11.

3 R. I. Page, Runes: Reading the Past. (Berkeley: University of California Press, 1987), 18.

4 McKinnell, Simek, and Duwel, Runes, Magic and Religion: a Sourcebook (Wien: Fassbaender, 2004), 11.
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RUNES

Table 1 shows the older futhark written in a standardized form, based on the most
frequent allographs of these runes, along with one of the most common systems for
transliteration. ®

Table 1: Germanic Futhark (Older Futhark)

N b MR <X
f u p a r k

> Z
3
2
L
> X
_—4 oQ

o]
T M M Mo
t e m

o v

The twenty-four runes were divided into three groups, known as ‘families’ in Old Norse
(zettir, singular ett, fem.),® and there is some epigraphic evidence for these divisions (see
the inscriptions from the Grumpan and Vadstena bracteates below). However, the reason
for this division remains unknown.!® As the proto-Germanic names of each rune in the
older futhark are difficult to establish with any certainty (see table 2), I shall generally

refer to runes as the r-rune or R-rune. There are about 250 extant inscriptions written in

the older futhark, and most have been found in Denmark, Norway, Sweden, Germany,
Frisia, and England.!

After the seventh century, as the older futhark was falling out of use on the
continent (replaced by the Latin alphabet), there can be distinguished two separate
developments in runic writing, one in the Anglo-Frisian area, and one in Scandinavia.

5 On the transliteration system, see Bruce Dickins, “A System of Transliteration for Old English Runic
Inscriptions™ Leeds Studies in English 1 (1932), 15-19; On the order of the futhark, see Bruce Dickens
Runic and Heroic Poems of the Old Teutonic Peoples (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1915), x;
R.1. Page, An Introduction to English Runes (Rochester: Boydell Press, 1973), 43.; see also Odenstedt, On
the Origin and Early History of the Runic Script, 11; Elmer H. Antonsen, Runes and Germanic Linguistics
(Berlin: Mouton de Gruyter, 2002), 43; McKinnell, Simek, and Diwel, Runes, Magic and Religion, 22.

& Also transliterated as <, see Antonsen, Runes and Germanic Linguistics, 43.

" In Scandinavia, this rune represents the palatal r (transliterated as R).

8 Also transliterated as ng, see Antonsen, Runes and Germanic Linguistics, 43.

® McKinnell, Simek, and Diwel, Runes, Magic and Religion, 27.

10 Antonsen, Runes and Germanic Linguistics, 43.

1 Odenstedt, On the Origin and Early History of the Runic Script, 12.
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Table 2: The Germanic Futhark (Older Futhark)?

Rune | Transliteration | IPA Proto-Germanic Name | Meaning
(Reconstructed)
First &tt
1. |V f [f] *fehu wealth
2. |N u [uw] | *uruz aurochs
L b [0, 0] *purisaz giant
4. R a [a, a:] *ansuz [an] AEsir
5. R r [r] *raido ride
6. |< k [Kk] ?*kaunan sore, boil
7. X g [q] *gebd gift
8. |?! W [w] *wunjo joy
Second &tt
9. |N h [h] *haglaz hail (precipitation)
10. |} n [n] *naudiz need, compulsion
11. | | i [, i:] *Tsaz ice
12. |S j [i] *jgran year, harvest
13. | K p [p] ?*perpo ?
14. [ & i & [:] *Twaz yew tree
15. | Y Z/RS [z] *algiz elk?
16. | S (9 [s] *sowilo sun
Third ett
17. 17 t [1] *Tiwaz Tyr
18. | B b [b] *berkanan birch
19. | M e [e, e:] *ehwaz stallion
20. | M m [m] *mannaz man
21. |1 [ [1] *laguz lake
22. | © ng, ng (1) (1] *Ingwaz Ing
23. | X d [d] *dagaz estate, ancestral
property
24. | R 0 [0, 0] *dpilan day

12 Based on McKinnell, Simek, and Diwel, Runes, Magic and Religion, 22.

13 The rune Algiz, which was apparently pronounced as ‘z’ during the ancient Germanic period, gradually
became pronounced as ‘r.’
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2. Development of Anglo-Saxon Runes

Figure 2: Left panel of the Franks Casket (British Museum, 1867,0120.1), depicting
Romulus and Remus (Northumbria, eighth century).

From the fifth century onwards, in the British Isles and coastal Frisia, because of
phonological changes in the West Germanic languages of Old English and Old Frisian,
the number of runes was expanded to 28 runes to accommodate these new sounds. Later,
in Anglo-Saxon England, the number of runes was further expanded to 31 runes. This
modified runic script is named the Anglo-Saxon or Anglo-Frisian futhorc (or fuporc)
after the first six letters. Anglo-Saxon runes were used to write inscriptions in Old
English and Old Frisian. Although the Anglo-Saxon futhorc was well suited for
representing Old English in the end it could not compete with the Latin alphabet and,
except as an antiquarian interest, the futhorc was not used after the Norman Conquest.**

Below is the Anglo-Saxon futhorc with standardized runes along with
transliteration.’® The first 28 runes are found in the earliest versions. Runes 29-31 are
found in later Northumbrian inscriptions.

14 Antonsen, Runes and Germanic Linguistics, 50.

15 Page, An Introduction to English Runes, 40; McKinnell, Simek, and Diiwel, Runes, Magic and Religion,
24-25. Inscriptions using Anglo-Saxon runes are transliterated using lower-case Latin letters set between
two single inverted commas, thus, ‘fuporc’. This method differs from representing continental and
Scandinavian inscriptions, commonly transcribed in bold type lower-case Latin letters, thus fuporc. See,
Page, An Introduction to English Runes, 50n1. | have used the bold type method for continental
inscriptions throughout this paper for both Anglo-Saxon Runes as well as Scandinavian and continental
inscriptions following McKinnell, Simek and Diiwel, where this method is used for both systems.

5 Benjamin Daniels, January 31, 2015 (2021)



RUNES

Table 3. Anglo-Saxon Futhorc
1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8 9
F NPFRKNXPN
f u p o r ¢ g w h

10 11 12 13 14 15 16
1+ XYM
n

i J eo®p x s

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31
TBEMH T XNHNKSFFENTX AKX

~~

t be m 1 np d e a 2 y e 8 k Kk

In the above chart, it will be seen that the first twenty-four runes of the futhorc are based
on the Germanic futhark. However, because the Germanic [a] became [&] in O.E. and

OFr, the a-rune F (sesc “ash-tree”) now had the sound [&] and was moved to the 26"
place. A new rune, a modified form of the a-rune, F (ac ‘oak’) was devised for the vowel
[a], and stood in the 25" place. The old o-rune R (now called édel “estate’) came to be
used for the sound [ce]. A new rune, another modified form of the a-rune, 2 (s ‘river-
mouth’) took over the function of [0], but the kept the fifth position, thus retaining the
position of the a-rune in the Germanic futhark. A modified u-rune I\ (yr ‘bow’) was
created for [y] and was put in the 27" position, and is apparently a combination of the
two runes land N.77 Lastly a new rune 't (ear, ?grave) was devised for the dipthong
[ea] and was placed in the 28" position.'® The Anglo-Saxon runes originally consisted of

these twenty-eight runes, and this is the form found on the 9™ century Seax of Beagnoth
(Thames scramasax).

In later Northumbian inscriptions, up to three more runes are added to represent
the velar consonants k (k) and g (@). The palatial consonants ¢ and g (before front
vowels, as in OE circe “church” and giellan “yell”) were represented by the existing c-
rune and g-rune, the velar consonants k and g (in cumin “come” and gast “ghost”) were
represented by the new runes A (k, velar k) and X (g, velar g).2° The form for A is either
taken from the old R-rune, which had become redundant with the disappearance of the

18 Transliterated as 3 yogh by Page, “The symbol 3 is the Middle English yogh, used here as a compromise
equivalent for a rune which occurs in several different contexts.” Page, An Introduction to English Runes,
40. Transliterated as i in McKinnell, Simek, and Diiwel, Runes, Magic and Religion, 24-25.

17 «y is clearly a ligature consisting of an i within a u.” Antonsen, Runes and Germanic Linguistics, 399.

18 Antonsen sees this as being derived from the OE a-rune or o-rune, See Antonsen, Runes and Germanic
Linguistics, 340.

19 McKinnell, Simek, and Duwel, Runes, Magic and Religion, 19.
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masc. sing. nom. endings, or is a variation of the c-rune with arms on both sides of the
stem. The velar g (which only appears on the Ruthwell and Bewcastle crosses, but does
also appear in later manuscripts) is apparently a modification of the g-rune.?® The last

rune X only appears on the Ruthwell cross, but is not attested in any manuscripts. It

represents a more subtle variant of the velar k (K, but here for a back consonant preceding
a front vowel)?! in the word cyning “king.”

In addition, there are also other runes that only appear in manuscripts, the so-
called runica manuscripta. R. l. Page refers to these as pseudo-runes.?? The Germanic
futhark letter & (*jeran [j]) developed into the Anglo-Frisian character ¥ ger [j], and this
IS attested in surviving epigraphic sources. However, in the later runica manuscript, ger

was written as + , Which is not found in epigraphic sources. In these same manuscripts,

the original graph for ger, the *-rune was then was placed in the 29" position and given
the name ior “eel,” and stood for the dipthong [i0].? This io-rune is not attested in

epigraphic sources. Another rune the st-rune [l is found in runica manusripta, but is not
attested in epigraphical futhorc.?* Lastly, there is a curious rune called cweord which is
only found in runica manuscripta and is variously written as " (however, it differs from
the ea-rune, by having it’s lateral strokes more developed)® or ', which apparently
derives from a variation on the p-rune.?® According to Page, cweord, which stood for
‘kw’ is a word of unknown meaning, and was “probably a rhyme for peord which would
immediately precede it in a runic ABC.”%’

20 McKinnell, Simek, and Duiwel, Runes, Magic and Religion, 19.

21 Page, An Introduction to English Runes, 45-51; Odenstedt, On the Origin and Early History of the Runic
Script, 141; McKinnell, Simek, and Diwel, Runes, Magic and Religion, 19.

22 page, An Introduction to English Runes, 42.

2 page, An Introduction to English Runes, 79.

24 Page, An Introduction to English Runes, 43. “‘st’ forms, in two variant types, have been identified on
Frisian Westeremden B stave, but the reading is uncertain, and modern runic scholars have rejected it.”
Page, An Introduction to English Runes, 50n4. McKinnell, Simek, and Diwel refer to this rune as an
“Additional Frisian Rune,” McKinnell, Simek, and Diiwel, Runes, Magic and Religion, 25.

% The form in London British Museum, Cotton MS Domitian A.ix (saec. XI). R. Derolez, Runica
Manuscripta: The English tradition (Brugge, De Tempel, 1954.), 14.

26 The form is found in two manuscripts, both of which according to Derolez, were based on a single
original source. The Oxford, St. John’s College MS. 17 (saec. XI ex./XII in.) and the British Museum,
Cotton MS Galba A.ii (saec XI/XII ?), which was damaged in a fire and is known through Wanley’s
account and Hickes’s facsimile, see Derolez, Runica Manuscripta, 27-47.

27 Page, An Introduction to English Runes, 85-86.
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Table 4: Anglo-Saxon Futhorc?®

Germanic Anglo-Saxon | Translit- | IPA Name Meaning

Futhark Rune | Rune eration
1. |4 |4 f [f], [V] feoh wealth
2. N N u [u], [u:] |ar aurochs
3. > > b,d,th |[[6],[0] | porn thorn
4. F=a F 0 [0] 0s mouth
5. R R r [r] rad riding
6. < N Cc [K], [k]] | cen torch
7. | X X 7 yogh |[[a],[i1 |ayfu gift
8. P P w, p [w] wynn joy

wynn

9. N N, later N H [h], [X] | heegl hail
10. |+ 1 n [n] nyd need
11. |1 | [ [1] is ice
12. | % for ¢ j [i] ger year, harvest
13. | & I eo [e0] ¢oh yew-tree
4. |K X P [p] peord ?
15. | Yused forz/R | Yused forx |X [ks] golhx 2elk
16. |S NorV S [s], sigel sun
7. | T T t [t] Tir, Tiw | Tyr
18. | B B b [b] beorc birch tree
19. | M M e [e] eh stallion
20. | M M m [m] mann man
21. | T r I [1] lagu lake
22. | ¢ X n [n] ing Ing
23. | Qused foro Q used forcee | ce [ce, 2] edel estate
24. | M N d [d] deeg day
25. 3 a [a] ac oak
26. F ® [&] ®SsC ash-tree
217. N\ y vl gr ?bow
28. 1 ea [ea] gar ? grave

28 Based on McKinnell, Simek, and Diiwel, Runes,

Magic and Religion, 24-25.
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Tables 5-7. Additional Anglo-Saxon Runes, numbering is based on the London, British
Museum, Cotton MS Domitian A.ix (sac. XI).

Table 5. Anglo-Saxon Runes found only in runica manuscript

Germanic Anglo-Saxon | Translit- | IPA Name Meaning
Futhark Rune | Rune eration

29. ¥ ia, i0 [i0] ior eel

30. Yor J kw [kw] cweord | ?

32. N or & st [st] stan stone

Table 6. Northumbrian additions to Anglo-Saxon Runes, found in both runica
manuscript and epigraphically.

Germanic Anglo-Saxon | Translit- | IPA Name Meaning
Futhark Rune | Rune eration
31. A k velark | calc ?chalice, ?chalk
33. X g velarg | gar spear

Table 7. Northumbrian additions to Anglo-Saxon Runes, not attested in runica
manuscripta, but found epigraphically (Ruthwell Cross).

Germanic Anglo-Saxon | Translit- | IPA Name Meaning
Futhark Rune Rune eration
(34) X k [kk] ? ?
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3. Younger Futhark

Figure 3: The Ramsund Carving (S6 101), ca. 1010-40, Jader, Eskilstuna,
Sddermanland.

In Scandinavia, during the eighth century, because of significant changes in the
Northern Germanic languages (as Proto-Norse evolved into Old Norse), instead of
expanding the runic alphabet, a reduced futhark was developed which only had 16 runes.
This alphabet is called the younger futhark and has two variations. The first is often
called ‘Danish runes,” which more correctly should be called ‘long-branch runes.’?

From the ninth century onwards, the second variation, the so-called ‘Norwegian-Swedish
runes’, better known as ‘short twig runes’ were developed.>® The differences between the
two scripts, instead of being regional, have more to do with the materials on which they
were employed. Long-branch runes were commonly used for formal inscriptions on
stone, and short-twig runes were used for everyday use, usually on wood.3! Below is the
younger futhark, showing the ‘long-branch runes’ on top and ‘short-twig runes’ in the
middle along with standard transliteration on bottom. As noted, each of these sounds
may stand for many sounds in the Old Norse language (i.e. in the younger Danish futhark
where the difference between voiced and unvoiced consonants was no longer expressed

in writing, the sounds for “b” and “p” are both represented by the B-rune, both sounds
therefore being transliterated as b).

2 McKinnell, Simek, and Dlwel, Runes, Magic and Religion, 17.
30 McKinnell, Simek, and Dlwel, Runes, Magic and Religion, 17-18.
31 McKinnell, Simek, and Diwel, Runes, Magic and Religion, 18.
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Table 8. Younger Danish Futhark

oenihrnes PNDERY %4144 TBYTA
Rnes - PRDERY H R4 TETT

Sound Values fllbqu hnias tbmlr

Although there were actually more phonemes in Old Norse, this reduction of runes was
achieved by having a single rune represent more than one sound. According to Antonsen,

In Scandinavia, where the new fuparks represented several different
sounds by the same rune, the runes themselves had taken on simplified
shapes, the system was a boon to the carver, but the bane of the reader.
It was nevertheless manageable enough to remain in use for
approximately 400 years (until ca. 1050), when it was replaced by the
medieval system of dotted runes, which adequately represented the
sounds of the language. After approximately 1400, even this improved
system yielded completely to the Latin alphabet, and runic writing no
longer represented a living tradition, although in certain quarters,
knowledge of the runes persisted into early modern times.?

32 Antonsen, Runes and Germanic Linguistics, 50.
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Table 9. Runic Variants®

130

Rune Scandinavian and
Gothic variants

ANANNAN
PP DD
RARRA
<crAYlY
PPPTD

NH

-8 B g m oD o

T A

SN
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O, O (=p)% ¢, 1,
R (=)
MDI P2 »a2]

0 L Q¥

C=T L = T = -
~
N
o

=

mscriptions 400-750.

Continental
VATIANLS

ANRINN
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R
<c { AN
PP

NN

~|.
2650

;
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$¢¢

BBEE
[

¢ (=)
N M
R

English Frisian
VAYIATILS variants
NaAA N/
b b b
RARNR AN
<ALNEeh |

PP <

NN N

+ 4 t

+ -

N -

X 2P -

Y P A 7A
$3hY 3
BBEE b E

1 [

\f -

X ba P X

¢ X

Table 55. Variants of the seventeen runes treated in Chapters 2-18 in Scandina-
vian and Gothic inscriptions 175-750 and in continental, English and Frisian

33This table was taken from Odenstedt, On the Origin and Early History of the Runic Script, 130, table 55.
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B. Complete Germanic Futharks: Epigraphic Evidence

There are six examples of the older futhark from Scandinavia.3* Three of these
are shown below.

1. Kylver stone (early 5 century, Gotland)®
The inscription on the Kylver stone consists of a 24 rune futhark, a figure

resembling an evergreen tree, and an uninterpreted palindrome. The futhark part of the
inscription is shown below.

PNPARXPHE I [T AST4TTRTaW R

fubarkgwhnijpa’ezstbemlhgdo

The runes in the transcription are somewhat standardized, but it should be noted that in
the original inscription the a-rune and b-rune are retrograde. The s-rune is a common
variant, and on the z-rune (R-rune), the forked part is facing down.*® Below is a
facsimile of the inscription®” and a photograph of the stone showing the inscription.

34 Antonsen, Runes and Germanic Linguistics, 176-179.

35 Elmer H. Antonsen, A Concise Grammar of the Older Runic Inscriptions (Tubingen: Max Niemeyer,
1975), 47.

3 See Odenstedt, On the Origin and Early History of the Runic Script, 87-92, and Runic Variants, Table 6.
37 Sigurd Agrell, Lapptrummor och Runmagi (Lund: C.W.K. Gleerups Forlag, 1934), 7.

13 Benjamin Daniels, January 31, 2015 (2021)



RUNES

2. Vadstena Bracteate and Motala Bracteate (early 6% century)

The Vadstena bracteate is a gold C-bracteate found in 1774 in Vadstena,
Osterg6tland, Sweden. Unlike the Kylver stone, the division of the twenty-four runes into
three groups of eight runes is shown. Also differing from the Kylver stone, the positions
of the #&-rune and p-rune are switched. The o-rune and d-rune are also apparently
switched, however, the d-rune is hidden by the pendant’s fastening. The d-rune is shown
in a duplicate piece, the Motala Bracteate, which was apparently pressed with the same
stamp, and was found in 1906 in Motala, Ostergétland.

PINPFROCRRT [91BTSTBIPTR

fuparkgw:hnij&bzs:tbemlngod:

This transcription has been mostly standardized. It should be that the p-rune is
represented by a rounder version of the b-rune. The &-rune is retrograde, and on the z-
rune (R-rune), the forked part is facing up.*® Below is a facsimile of the original
inscription®® and a drawing of the Vadstena Bracteate.*°

Vb F R <XPNE 169 BY 1B MMM 0 R M

38 Elmer H. Antonsen, A Concise Grammar of the Older Runic Inscriptions, 72.
39 Sigurd Agrell, Lapptrummor och Runmagi, 8.
40 Sigurd Agrell, Lapptrummor och Runmagi, 12.
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3. The Grumpan Bracteate (early 6™ century)*

The Grumpan Bracteate is a gold C-bracteate found in Vastergttland, Sweden in
1911. Each eett are separated by a row of dots. The transcription of the Runic inscription
is standardized. In the original inscription, the ge-rune is retrograde.

Below is a facsimile of the inscription*? and photo.*®

PPN X PN YL LT BMNTYX M

41 Elmer H. Antonsen, A Concise Grammar of the Older Runic Inscriptions, 72.
42 Sigurd Agrell, Lapptrummor och Runmagi, 8.
43 Sigurd Agrell, Lapptrummor och Runmagi, 13.
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C. Partial Germanic Futharks from the Continent

In addition to the above sources from Scandinavia, there are also partial futharks

known from the continent. Two of these, the Charnay fibula and Breza column will be
examined.

1. Charnay Fibula

Below is a drawing of the Charnay Fibula (6" century),* discovered in 1857, in
Soane-et-Loire, Burgundy. The inscription lists the first twenty letters of the older
futhark in sequence, which is incomplete, apparently, the rune master ran out of space.*®

FINPER<XPRA AT LIRTBMF

fuparkhnljs@pzstbem

4 Sigurd Agrell, Lapptrummor och Runmagi, 9.

4 Elmer H. Antonsen, A Concise Grammar of the Older Runic Inscriptions, 77. The transcription of the
Runic inscription is standardized. The variant runes should be noted. In the original inscription, the h-rune
is double barred. The s-rune is retrograde. The p-rune has an unusual w-shape and the z-rune (R-rune) has
forks pointing in both directions up and down, see Runic Variants, Table 6. The schematized drawing of
the runes comes from Raymond |. Page, Runes: Reading the Past, 18.
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2. Breza Marble Column

The Breza Column, found in Breza, north of Sarajevo, and dated to the 6%
century, has a partial futhark carved in it. The Breza rune-carver omitted the b-rune, and
the last four letters of this futhark are lost since the stone is broken away.*® The h-rune is

double barred, the k-rune is turned downward, and the p-rune has a bar on the right side
closing the character.

PNPERXPNHNT ST T

fuparkhnlja®pzsteml

“6 Tineke Looijenga, Texts and Contexts of the Oldest Runic Inscriptions (Leiden: Boston, 2013), 61.
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D. The Anglo-Saxon Futhorc

There is only one epigraphical Anglo-Saxon futhorc that has been found,; it is
inscribed on a scramasax found in the Thames, called the Seax of Beagnoth. Apparently,
the runes inscribed on it are in a somewhat disturbed order.*’

PRPFRAXPNHITTYV TBMENMN T FFRY

Fuporcgwhnljeopxstbegpdlmeazyea

Below is a facsimile of Anglo-Saxon futhorc on the Seax of Beagnoth (Thames
scramasax, 9th century)®

PRPLRIXPHIELEN TR S Bl I P K R 33388 SEEEe0esod B WX

47 Derolez, Runica Manuscripta, 1.
48 Sigurd Agrell, Lapptrummor och Runmagi, 10.
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E. Runica Manuscripta: The English Tradition

In addition to these, there are several runica manuscripta, which can be divided into
two groups: English and Continental.*°

e Four English Runica Manuscripta
1) Cotton MS. Domitian A.ix (11th century)
2) Cotton MS. Otho B.x
3) Cotton MS. Galba A.ii
4) Oxford, MS. St John's College 17

e Continental Runica Manuscripta (of the nine described by Derolez 1954,%° we
will look at two).

1) Vienna MS. 795
2) St. Gall MS. 878

1. Runica Manuscripta: The English Tradition

According to Derolez these manuscripts do not represent different traditions.>!
George Hempl has a discussion on the intertextuality, showing that the mistakes in one
manuscript are carried over by copyists into other manuscripts.>> Cotton MS Otho B.x,
known only from a facsimile in Hicke’s Thesaurus, is apparently dependent (at least in the
facsimile) on Cotton MS Domitian A.ix.>® Cotton MS Galba A.ii and Oxford MS St.
John’s College 17 are also very closely related.>*

49 Derolez, Runica Manuscripta, 1.

%0 Derolez, Runica Manuscripta, 1-89 looks at nine manuscripts in total 1) Vienna MS. 795, 2) Brussels
MS. 9311-9319, 3) Brussels MS. 9565-9566, 4) St. Gall MS. 270, 5) Vatican MS. Urbin. 290, 6) Trier MS.
R. I11. 13, 7) Salzburg MS. a. I1X. 32, 8) St. Gall MS. 878, 9) Ghent MS. 306.

51 Derolez, Runica Manuscripta, 2.

52 George Hempl, "Hickes's Additions to the Runic Poem," Modern Philology 1 No. 1 (1903): 134-141.

%3 George Hempl, “Hickes's Additions to the Runic Poem,” Modern Philology 1 No. 1 (1903), 134-141.

5 Derolez, Runica Manuscripta, 2.
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1) Cotton MS Domitian A. ix (111" century)

Below is the Anglo-Saxon futhorc in a somewhat standardized form as presented
in the Cotton MS Domitian A.ix.

VROPFROEXP : NHSRYV:

fuporcgw :hnijeopxs

TBMMIXMNKFFRT

tbemlgdmaaeyé?a

FIARX

o kw(q) Kst §

Here is a facsimile of the futhorc according to Cotton MS. Domitian A.ix.>®

feoi‘r ur ﬁarn of- B cen- Sl‘FLL en- Hegel neLd - Inc g,eq.r ﬂgel Faoi’b |/|ﬁ$

_}_FHPFﬁhXFHwLI‘#IE"i;E

.o.[\.c,-gu.u 3¢ eo

f'-n'r-..._ berc- e el deg, hgu ine - mann ?pro ac . alc yr T

th’lF‘iF%H‘RFFFﬂT

m- L m3yLd.oe 4. 48 Y- eo{t
_gt‘-e;-.c cur. wlx. 'z . ec cale -
lo.q - . Ye 5
o h KT

1°T‘°P&’r’5 cale. peon. o+

%5 From Derolez, Runica Manuscripta, 9.
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Below is a photo of the futhorc in Cotton MS Domitian A.ix.
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The futhorc from Cotton MS Domitian A.iX, as recorded in Hickes’s Thesaurus.>®

136 GRAMMATICA ANGLO SAXON!CA. &
1. Extat & altera literarum Dams-rusicorsm. cum explicatione lo-Saxenic.
mudcm bibliothecs, (Dmmd.g)qm ;:le&o:l.pﬁudwfo qu&;dm"

up. Born.of. pad. cen. fu. egrl. nead. enc.

V n bFﬁhXPH% RN
¥.0n-c.poun. h n-L'syeopxpv
Ty bm lagu-mc mann.pro. ac. afc. yp up’ wp cya;rb wlx.

TKNP‘ITIH&FFH‘F*W%

-m;boeaLm:) ean. . q-

rtan. : cale. &qum&a, maeut recmtwn
% ﬁohy pecunid, gg:ﬁu yrd/u A, /xegcl lgram{o
¢. ethel. tpatria. | d.deg.edies. th.thorn.1. Jpina.

f mmanvel mannthomo| a.ar.reverentia. | aeaese.t fraxinus.

cageasvel ear vaiivs. | ¥ vel g fanslapis.| r.rad. t.consilium.

Muk,Burg/ur; ﬁ:uér b. bere.v.cortex. |vsigelavelum. | w.ur i.noffer

Ex bis, taoquam ex idoneis feftibus, valde probabile eft Angle-Saxomes difcendis rewis operam
dediffe. Neque minim eft viltos n&omm,Pf':tm dominorum li didiciffe, in qus, cum
-aliquid rogarent, ab iis fe gratiores audicodos effe, & quz peterent, facilius impetraturos fcirents

%6 George Hickes, Linguarum Vett. Septentrionalium Thesaurus Grammatico-Criticus et Archeeologicus
(Oxonig: e Theatro Sheldoniano, 1705), 136.
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2) Cotton MS Otho B.x

Cotton MS Otho B.x was almost completely destroyed by fire in 1731,
fortunately, the futhorc was reprinted in Hickes’s Thesaurus (1705) along with an Anglo-
Saxon Rune Poem. However, as shown by Hempl, the futhorc in Hickes is actually based
on the one found in Cotton MS Domitian A.ix.>" Below is the futhorc with sound values
as found in Hickes’s Thesaurus.

VDPFREXPRHOSTY Y

fuporcgw:hnijpxs

TBMANIXKNFFRTHTANX

tbemlnedaayeaiokw() kstg

The furthorc from the Anglo-Saxon Rune Poem with sound values from Hickes’s
Thesaurus.*®

fi re me
ECo r 17/::{ Phil:
R bip ©:
Ff’:\ by]’ F, t Tb sel
earc byb b
e R U Al
u 4 | X
X e b ¢ M iE
4 Lome gpNpder  bjp o
yp o o
% W ok HatiN byp It
n R” Gl ll: 1 oF re;
b. Fa mzg Xg PEr ®)
c cen P < 1 gep
h h 2 o6 ﬁ S
ge o g sl
pen P ne b b N yco }
uu PP £ ];j :1 . by]; b
yp. o) h e -
h NN b"ﬁa' b e or}z
3 yp . peol
n ¢ \L nyd . ]:m; y mrn b;‘;p ]
. 1o 1IC on
1 I r b'cur‘ Lo tap by]) =
M o e
e e
] i ah b’l’ u coemt VAL ___ceopan b
e s'z’r iy s g
byb r
p LH' ybh]: d) gp 2
recca ba
X o ,,,,Jmlz e L

57 George Hempl, “Hickes's Additions to the Runic Poem,” Modern Philology 1 No. 1 (1903): 134-141.
%8 Hickes, Thesaurus, 136.
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Photo of the Rune Poem from Hickes’s Thesaurus®®

typw  Bumena by gleng ano hepenyy. ppaba 7 pypbyrcype 7 ppecns gebpam ap
and wTpIrc Be byp oppa leaps ‘
Fen p ne bpucep Be can pesna Iyz preper and popge ant hum pylpa heph blzo
uu P P 4 blyrre and eac bypga gentht »
by} hpicuye copna. hpypre hiw op heoponey Wgze. pealca) hug pmver peu-

B Codice MS. Bibliethecx Cottonian®, cujus notay Othe, Beto.
pevh byp ppopup. gipa gehpyleam. peeal beah manna gebpylc, miclun bye balan,
p I;. 5iF he pile. yop tpuhtne bomey hleotan s
by} anmab. 4 opept hypoeb, jola ppecne. veop peobzeh. mid hopnam, me-
u h’“‘ pe mop yeape. P 1p mobrg puhc: .
% by} Beaple reeapp. Begna gehpyloam, anpen-zyy yEyle uvogemetun pepe.
% P"" " manna gehpyleun. e him mib pepee’ ..
T byp opoppuma. xlcpe yppece. pyvomer ppapus aob pitema ppopup. ach
o g eopla gehpam, eabnyy and o hihe s ) -
by onpecybe. panca gehpyleum. repre and ppphpat. %bam e preve on
n R"“’ upan. meape mizgen heapoum. openp mil papar:
byp cpcepa gehpam cup on pype blac ano beophthe bypneh opturt Bzp
c h“" tn zpelingay inne pepealp .

h H%H"“’S{ pa. peoppep hiz o prtefe pybBans
byl neapu on bpeoycan peophel bt “Beah opt nipa beapnum o helpe anb co
no ¢ \Lnyb _hxle ze hpzppe zip o hep hljyrap =pop:.
" byp opep cealounge mecum plivop ghyesh gler hlucsup mmmum zeh-
1 I cuyw. fplop yopyze ge populic pEgep anryne:
. byp ‘gumena hihz Bon gob lztep haly heoponer cjmng bpuran yyllan
T ™ beophte bleba beopnum ant Beappum:
© . byp woan uojmepe speop. heaps hpupan pmpe hjpbe piper. pypepumun
&0 j‘ 1 ' unovepppepyo pynan on ehle:
T ot bjp rymble plega. anb hlehtep plancum Bap pigan pizeap on beop yele

P N bl:pe z& remne:.
: " reccape hepp opturt on penne. pexes on patupe. punbap gaumme. blote
X ‘r‘"’/" bpene’d beopna gehpylene %e him emgne onpeng geoed:
pe mannum yymble bip on tuhte Bonn bt tine pepiah opep pupcey bep op
V '7ﬁ el hibpum hengers bprogep to lanbe )
o b1} vacna pom healoe’d opypapel pif wpelingar 2 bip onpapjloe, opep mbta
T ‘T\ ‘gerupu. neppe ppcel s :
beape byp blea leap. bepeb egne ypa %eah canap buzas wuobep. bip on zelgum pl-
b B zig. peah on helme hpyroeo pgepe. geloben lezpum lypoe gevenge
h by} pop eoplum pelga pyn. hopy hopum planc. Bep bim bzlepe ymb, pe-
& M lege on picgum pmxlap pppeces 9 bip unpeyllum =gpe ppopups
g gan byb on mypgpe iy magan leop. peeal peah anpa gebpyle abpum pprcan.
m H . Fop %am opyheen pyle bome pine § eapme pleyc eoppan betmcan:.
e by} leobum langyum gepuht g b yeulun nepun on nacan vealsum. 7 lu
L P’ r= vh2 rpybe bpegap. and ye bpm hengers bpuioler ne gym:
wy PEy E[CrC WID eafs benum. Fe pepen recgun. op he prd%an ert. opep prg
my ﬁ/ Fepic pen wpcen paa. Bur heapoingay Bone hxle nemoun

ehel bip opep leop. wghpyleum men. Fip he mot “bzp. mhiep and Fepyrena
e on bpucan on blobe bleabum optars:. -
P et 705 byp omheney yonb. teope mannum. mepe mevaver leoht, mypgh anbd
hs wo hiht eavgum and eapmum. eallum bmces

rae by on cophan. eloa beapnum. plarcep povon pepep gelome opep Fanovey
& R bzp zapyecs panvap. hpepen ac habbe zpele cpeopes :

" F*“‘ bip opep heah. eloum bype. pap on peapule. yrebe mhze hyle. Beah him
we R peolizin on pifiap momge: . .
y mm by} epelimga 7 eopla gehpzr. pyn anb pyppmyns. byh on pege pxgep. prre-
v lic on pepeloe. pypo geacepa pum i
T >Fmr« bj} ea pma. snb %eah abpucep. pooper onpaloan. bapap yEgepne eapb.
. prope bepoppen. Bwp he pynnum leopap:
AV by} egle copla Fehpleun. Bonn perehce plerc ongmnch. hpapeoban hpupan
ceopan blac to ‘gebenvan bleba gebpeopad. pynna Fepvap pepa gerpeap:-

rvr_ﬁ\, Q_
3 r ‘:“:m Hos Sharalleres WM PP ¥x ad alia feftinans
N rrrt%‘ detjcﬁr leftari ém‘erprgtana’a rzlz'rzquo.
L1z Eras

59 Hickes, Thesaurus, 135.
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3) Cotton MS. Galba A.ii

Cotton MS. Galba A.ii was destroyed by in 1865, but the following futhorc is reprinted in
Hickes’s Thesaurus.®

feoh ur: born os rad cen gyfu wyn hegil

N I> R h X PN

ned s gyr eth Peonh eothx suge' tir beorc,-.

+I¢'\/F.LIJ'4’I‘B

eoh man la U mq e’ael evel ac aasc

-I"INI\?{H%?F‘F

yr - ear ca,|c quer)é forr  stan qgar

B bk KR Zo

8 This image taken from Derolez, Runica Manuscripta, 46.
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4) Oxford MS. St John's College 17

The Oxford MS. St John's College 17 (1 decade 12" century, Thorney Abbey, a
Benedictine monastery in Cambridgeshire), also called The Byrhtferth’s Manuscript, has
the following futhorc.5!

fcen 4"3yfu

ﬁfeh ur porn os rad coen geofu geofu geofu is sigil

YynbeprFERIKhx=e1lHh

sn el sigel peord peor’ p eord {lx  tyr beorc mech ech ech

YFH’R%‘Y’I‘BMYN

.lo u hagel hegel ned kalc daz dm3z ocpel ocpel 2c  desc
TRNISTARAERT T

yr yl" <o, car Cll.ill" quar qu.ar' Ihs II'19 z

nNXPITLIre YT

On the following page is a photo of the original page from the website The Calendar and
the Cloister, in which the entire manuscript is reproduced.®?

61 Scan taken from Derolez, Runica Manuscripta, 39.
62 Image found at The Calendar and the Cloister, a scholarly resource devoted to the Oxford MS. St John's
College 17. http://digital.library.mcgill.ca/ms-17/folio.php?p=5v, Copyright © 2007, McGill University.
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F. Continental Runica Manuscripta
1. Vienna MS 795

The Vienna Codex (Codex Vindobonensis 795, Salisburgensis 140, Salzburg-
Wiener Handschrift, or Salzburg-Wiener Alcuin-Handschrift).%® Below is the futhorc
from Vienna MS 792, and on the next page is a facsimile and photo of the page with the
futhorc.

e m | n8g ? . pe N ae 23 |
Meln Hmon r\a%u §lu*5 Hbaeg&_oebfl Fa.c. th.s Vreor Ayr

5 Derolez, Runica Manuscripta, 59.
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2. St. Gall MS. 878

RUNES

St. Gall MS. 878 (The Anglo-Saxon futhorc (abecedarium anguliscum) in the
Codex Sangallensis 878 (9th century).5

64 Derolez, Runica Manuscripta, 80.
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G. Addendum: Ruthwell Cross (ca. 8t century)

The Ruthwell Cross inscription has 31 different letters from the Anglo-Saxon
futhorc, and as noted earlier has the graph X, which is not found in any of the manuscript
versions of the futhorc. Below is the Ruthwell Cross inscription as found in John.
Kemble, “On Anglo-Saxon Runes,” Archaeologia 28 (1840): 327-372.

Duncan ' Hickes

Gordon

£y
it

F HT

I Hl

+F 17
HE ®E
HE HE|

rH [ B

ni Ol
7Tl 1T

X P xp

FH F i

P Mp

FT Fl
HM MM
F+ H+

F# AT

nx NX

= |h11~ ]HT
A1 PHF PRF
ZAs\ | FH Nslia
1% X
1)/frr] AERN

31  Benjamin Daniels, January 31, 2015 (2021)



RUNES

Duncan

I

Hickes

Gordon
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The following chart (of the “Ruthwell futhorc™) from M. D. Forbes and Bruce Dickins, “The

Inscriptions of the Ruthwell and Bewcastle Crosses and the Bridekirk Font,”% shows the 31
runes as found on the monument.

THE OLp EXcLIsH RUNIC ALPHABET ON THE RUTHWELL
Cross. .L.*Hr,rs marked doubiful by Vietor are bracketed ; z, ¢
are n's.m? or palatal and g, k, for the gullural sounds. ]

/b FRAXP
';

$ w n

8 M. D. Forbes and Bruce Dickins, “The Inscriptions of the Ruthwell and Bewcastle Crosses and the
Bridekirk Font,” The Burlington Magazine for Connoisseurs 25, No. 133 (1914): 26.
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Part I1. Using Runes to Write Modern English

In his fantasy novel, The Hobbit, J.R.R. Tolkien adapted Anglo-Saxon runes to
write modern English, but as modern English phonology differs from Old English,
Tolkien needed to make certain modifications. In the introduction to The Hobbit, Tolkien
wrote about adapting runes for modern English and some of the conventions he used.

Their (the dwarves) runes are in this book represented by English
runes, which are known now to few people. If the runes on Thror’s
Map are compared with the transcriptions into modern letters, the
alphabet adapted to modern English, can be discovered... On the Map

all the normal runes are found, except for X Y. I'and U are used for J
and V. There was no rune for Q (use CW I\F); nor for Z (the dwarf-
rune A may be used if required). It will be found, however, that some
single runes stand for two modern letters: th P, ng &, ee &; other runes
of the same kind (ea *f"and st [:1) were also sometimes used.%®

As for spelling, except for a few instances, where special runes are used for two modern
letters, described above, Tolkien for the most part, retained Modern English spellings.
Although, I have also used this convention for writing modern English using runes, it
should be noted that phonetic spellings might be preferable. As the Anglo-Saxon runic
system really cannot represent modern American English phonemes, it might be better to

render words such as “Right” RIXNT by dropping the silent letters (although,
historically they were pronounced) and writing the diphthong phonetically, thus, “Rait”

REIT, but this looks also like it could be pronounced “rate.” If using the correct
diphthong, “rate” should probably be written “reit.” Anyway, using phonetic spellings
creates its own problems. In addition, it ignores historical developments, the etymology
of words derived from Latin or Germanic, and historical pronunciations, which seems to
be an absurd practice when trying to artificially write modern English using Anglo-Saxon
runes. Secondly, for these same etymological reasons, | feel certain adaptations made by
Tolkien either need to be explained or even amended.

%J.R.R. Tolkien, The Hobbit (1937); reprint Allen & Unwin 3rd edition, 1966, 9.
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Notes to Writing the English Alphabet

A

| have opted to use the graph R to represent both [a&] as in “cat” and [a] as in
“father.” In the Germanic futhark, the graph R *ansuz ([an] A&sir) was used for [a]
(transliterated “a””). However, in the Anglo-Saxon futhorc, R was asc (ash-tree) and
was pronounced [&] as in “cat” (transliterated “a”), while the graph F ac (oak) was used
to write the sound for [a] (transliterated “a”). The sound for [&] in the Germanic futharc

could apparently be expressed by using the graph Ny *1(h)waz/*ei(h)waz (yew-tree,
transliterated “1” or “&”).

Tolkien made use of this distinction, using F for [a], ¥ for [0], and E for [].
In the younger Danish futhark, the graph % was used for the sounds [3,0,2] (P¥N\RNI
paurui (O.N. Thyri) as written on the Jelling Stone DR42 (N.B. Jelling Stone DR41 only
has PNRNI purui), while the graph 1 was used for [&] and [a] (CktR4TTR haraldr as
written on the Jelling Stone DR 42). Tolkien also uses this graph for the “long a” sound.
The dipthong [ei], which makes the “long a”” sound, could be rendered phonetically as
MI. writing phonetically, the mane of a horse would be written “mein” MMI¥. However,
in this respect, | have followed Tolkien, who for vowels, generally retained English

spellings. These spellings can include the silent “e.” Thus, “mane” PIETM, “fate”
PRTM, “day” MER, “pain” KBl and “rein” RIM1 all use F for the “long a” as
well. Tolkien on Thror’s Map has “may” X KR and “grey” XRMR. The sound of the
letter “a” varies depending on dialect. As a native of Cleveland, OH, | feel I should note

that due to the effects of the Northern VVowel Shift (in places such as Chicago, Detroit,
Cleveland, Buffalo, and Rochester) the [&] sound in “cat” gets pronounced something

like “kyaat” (IPA [kiat]). The R-rune is perfectly acceptable in this spelling as well —
“Cat” K tj\.

B

B - Germanic futhark — *berkanan (birch); Anglo-Saxon futhorc — beorc (birch).
In the younger Danish futhark where the difference between voiced and unvoiced
consonants was no longer expressed in writing, “b” and “p” are both represented by the
graph B (TH1Y4+P+A BNT tanmarkaR (O.N. danmarkaRr bot), Jelling Stone DR41;
F+NBN knupu (O.N. Gnupu), Sigtrygg Runestone DR4). Tolkien on Thror’s Map has

“by” BN
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C

In the Anglo-Saxon futhorc, the graph N cen (torch) is the “hard ¢” [k] sound
(transliterated “c’”). Tolkien uses N to write the letter “c” and the graph I to write the

letter “’k,” which is apparently a variation of N, see Cotton MS Domitian A.ix. The
Anglo-Saxon futhorc also uses this graph for representing the letter “k.” The Elder
Futhark used the graph < (?*kaunan, “ulcer”?) for “hard ¢” [k] (transliterated “k”). The

graph for [k] (and [g]) in the younger Danish futhark was V' (transliterated “k” — FNtNTPA
kununkR (O.N. konungR), Jelling Stone DR41 and DR 42). For “soft c¢,” use the graph

" [s]. I have followed Tolkien, using N to write the letter “c” and the graph k- to write
the letter “’k,” for example “knocks” NFNRM from Thror's map.

CH

The sound for “ch” [tJ] as in “cherry” is a little difficult. Originally Anglo-Saxon
would be somewhat like Italian, since the “ch” sound occurred in words preceding certain
vowels, thus the letter “c” in the word for “church” (O.E. cir(i)ce) would have been
pronounced with a “ch” sound, but if this is followed then Modern English, one can't
distinguish “cart” from “chart” or “curl” from “churl.” Although Tolkien uses the value
“ch” in other writing systems of his, apparently there are no examples of this sound in
examples using his adapted version of the Anglo-Saxon futhorc. | have opted to write

“ch” [tf]using N “c” + N “h”inas NNMRRR “cherry.”

D

M also X — Germanic futhark — *dagaz (day); Anglo-Saxon futhorc — daeg (day).
In the Younger Danish Futhark where the difference between voiced and unvoiced
consonants was no longer expressed in writing, “t” and “d” are both represented by the

graph T (TH1Y+P+h tanmarkaR “danmarkaR” Jelling Stone DR41). On Thror’s Map,

Tolkien also uses the variant graph M in the word “stand> UTRHM as well as M in the
word “day” MER.

E

M - Germanic futhark — *ehwaz (horse); Anglo-Saxon futhorc — eh (horse). In
the younger Danish futhark, the graph | was used for both “i” and “e.” The M-rune is
used for “short e” [¢] as in “bed” BMM, as well as the schwa [5] in “the” PM. Tolkien
on Thror’s Map follows this usage, where he has “hwen” (when) NPM*t and “the” PM.
For the “long €” sound [i], when it is written “ee,” Tolkien uses the character R, see

Thror’s Map, “feet” PRT and “three” PRK. The K-rune in the Germanic futhark is
transliterated “0” and pronounced [o], and in the Anglo-Saxon futhorc, it is transliterated
“ce”” and pronounced [a(:)] which does not correspond well with Tolkien’s usage for [i].

According to Barnes, the Q-rune represents the [@] sound found in the French “people”
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(people) and German “schén” (beautiful).®” Maybe Tolkien had in mind the [i] sound in
words such as “phoenix” and “onomatopceia.” In addition, on Thror’s Map, Tolkien uses

the y-rune also for the “long ¢” sound in “keyhole” RMRNFTM. As words such as
subpoena, diarrhcea or onomatopceia, which are all actually based on Latin and not
Anglo-Saxon anyway, | have opted to follow the Germanic futhark, and use the graph

 for the [0] sound.

Therefore, I have generally retained English spellings including those with the

%8

silent “e.” Thus, “bed” BMM, “the” PM, “happy” NELKER, “bee” BMM,
“fleece” PITMMMM, and “meat” MR T.

F

V- Germanic futhark — *fehu (wealth, cattle); Anglo-Saxon futhorc — feoh
(wealth); younger Danish futhark retains this graph. On Thror’s Map, Tolkien uses the

P-rune for the letter “f” in PR T “feet” and “five” PINM. N.B. In this word, Tolkien
also uses u-rune for the letter “v,” e.g. “five” PINM. However, in the word “five” as
well as other words with that have the letter “v”” which are derived from Old English and

not Latin (Old English fif; Proto-Germanic *fimfe), the graph P isamore appropriate
choice than using the u-rune. This etymological relationship can be seen in the words
“fox” (O.E. fox and M.E. fox and vox), “vixen” (O.E. fyxe), and raven (O.E. hrafn).

However, in words with the letter “v” derived from Latin, T “u” would be more
appropriate. In Latin, the graph V (a stemless variation of upsilon Y) was borrowed from
the Greek alphabet (either directly from the Western Greek alphabet or from the Etruscan
alphabet as an intermediary). This graph represented the vowel [u] sound, as well as the
consonantal [w] sound. From the first century CE, in Vulgar Latin the [w] sound evolved
into the [v] sound. In this respect, for words derived from Latin, Tolkien’s use of the u-

rune is etymologically correct. In addition, the graph P can be used for “gh” and “ph”
when they sound like [f].

G

X — Germanic futhark — *gebd (gift); Anglo-Saxon futhorc — gyfu (gift). In the
younger Danish futhark where the difference between voiced and unvoiced consonants
was no longer expressed in writing, the graph for both k] (and [g]) was written ¥
(transliterated “k” — FNTNTA kununkR O.N. konungR, Jelling Stone DR41 and DR 42).

For “hard g,” [g], Tolkien uses the X-rune, as in “grey” YRMR. For “soft g” [d3] in
words like “giraffe” see the footnote about the letter “j.”

57 Michael P. Barnes, Runes: A Handbook (Rochester: Boydell Press, 2012), 38.
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H

N alsoN - Both the Germanic futhark and Anglo-Saxon futhorc have two

forms for this graph N and N. Germanic futhark — *hagalaz (hail, as in precipitation);
Anglo-Saxon futhorc — haegl (hail, as in precipitation). The younger Danish futhark uses
the graph * (XtR4I'TR haraldr as written on the Jelling Stone DR 42). On Thror’s map,

Tolkien uses the double barred h-rune, e.g. “high” NIXN.

| - Germanic futhark — *isaz (ice); Anglo-Saxon futhorc — is (ice). In the older
futhark, this rune was used for the long-e sound [i]; in the younger Danish futhark, lis
used for the sounds [i] and [e]. On Thror’s Map, Tolkien uses it for the diphthong [a1]
“high” NIXN, the short-i sound [1] “with” PIP. In addition, the long-e sound [i] as in
“machine” MFMNIHM (notice “sh” for “ch”) can be written with l; Tolkien uses "ee"
Q and "y M to also express the long-e sound.

J
For Latin, Greek, and Hebrew, “j” is the consonant form of “i”” (lulia for Julia Lat.
lulia, Julia; lason, Jason, Gr. lacwv; loshua, Joshua, Heb. 37> Y'hoshua). Tolkien uses
the graph | to transliterate both “i” and “J.” However, for the Germanic “j” [j] (O.N. jarl),
it might be more accurate to use “y” [j] showing an etymological relationship between the
German word “jahr” and the English word “year.” N.B. the Germanic futhark graph

$ *jera- (year, good year, harvest).

For the actual “j” sound [d3], not derived from Latin, German, Greek, or Hebrew
languages (the close sound which did exist in Old English near phoneme [d3] was
represented orthographically as 'cg' or 'c3' N.B wecgas (Nom. P1.) > wedges) could be

approximated with “zh,” “dg,” “di,” or “dy.” Thus, “hedqe”HM MXM (Old English

he¢g), Chinese “Zhou” ANKN, and Egyptian “Djet” MRMT (King Djet, ca 2950
BCE).

Lastly, for the value of the “soft g,” the same issue arises as what is seen on Old
English concerning “c” and “ch.” “Soft g” [d3] appears before the vowels “i” and “e”” and
there are two possibilities. First, the sound could be transliterated with “zh,” “dg” or

“dy.” Second the graph X could be used regardless, which is possible since the cognates
of “soft g” words in English are often “hard g” words in other languages, for example
“Germania,” which in English has “a soft g” but has a “hard g” in Latin. Thus, “giraffe”

o~ o

XIREPPM or MXIREPPM. Another sound difficult to write in runes is [] in rouge
and genre, “zh” may suffice as in “Azure” either RANDRM or just SANRM.
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K

b - 1 have followed Tolkien, using N to write the letter “c” and the graph b — to

write the letter “’k,” for example “knocks” RFNRM. See note to letter “c” for
explanation of this graph.

L

[ — Germanic futhark —*laguz (water, lake) or possibly *laukaz (leek); Anglo-
Saxon futhorc — lagu (lake). This graph [ is used by the younger Danish futhark
(X+RTTR haraldr as written on the Jelling Stone DR 42). On Thror’s Map, Tolkien uses

the [T—rune for the letter 1, e.g. “last light” TRMT TTIXNT.
M

M - Germanic futhark — *mannaz (Man); Anglo-Saxon futhorc — mann (man). In
the younger Danish futhark, the graph Y is used to write the value [m], which looks
similar to the Germanic z-rune. On Thror’s Map, Tolkien uses the M-rune to write the
letter m, e.g. “may” NER.

N

1 - Germainc futhark —*naudiz (need); Anglo-Saxon futhorc — nyd (need,
distress). This usage continues in the younger Danish futhark. On Thror’s Map, Tolkien

uses the n-rune in the word “when” NFM*$ (for this spelling see, “wh” below). Thus,

“Nightingale” ZHXHT\ IXECM.

NG
The sound value [n] was written in the Germanic futhark with the graph ¢
*ingwaz (Ingwaz, a god). This was modified in the Anglo-Saxon futhorc to NS ing (Ing,
a hero). On Thror’s Map, Tolkien uses the &-rune for the [n], for example “setting”

SKUMTTIX. N.B. use the g-rune if it is pronounced, thus “singer” MIZMR, but “finger”
PIXXMR.

O

- Germanic futhark — *odpila-/*0pala- (heritage, estate, possession); Anglo-
Saxon futhorc — édel (estate) [ce]. 2 Anglo-Saxon futhorc — 6s ([a] god) [6]. In the

younger Danish futhark, N is used to represent [0] as well as [u], [y], [#], and [w]. The
Anglo-Saxon futhorc with some innovations preserved the full set of 24 Germanic
futhark runes. However, in some cases these runes acquired new sound values due to

Anglo-Frisian sound changes. The graph R “odal rune” is one of these cases. In the
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Germanic futhark it represented the sound [0]. As the “0” sound in the Anglo-Saxon

system became expressed by 6s F, a derivation of F the “Ansuz rune,” the graph 1%
became known as édel and used to express an “ce” sound [ce, @]. It is attested only rarely

in epigraphy.

For the “long €” sound [i] (but only when spelled “ee”’), Tolkien used the
character &, see Thror’s Map “feet” PRT and “three” PRK. However, on
Fimbulfambi’s Map, Tolkien writes “of” as QP but in the later letter to Katherine
Ferrar, he has “of” as FV. on Thror’s Map, for the letter “0” Tolkien uses F‘, thus

“Door” MFR.

One can follow Tolkien’s us of & , for [0] on Fimbulfambi’s Map, which is
probably based on the Germanic futhark. Tolkien assigned it with the value of [i] on
Thror’s Map, since in Anglo-Saxon it represented the sound [ce, @] and in modern
English the “oe” in “onomatopoeia” and “phoenix” is pronounced with the value of [i].

Using F for [0] would be just as sensible, but the graph Fisclose to P and . Anyway,
| have opted to use the graph R for various “0” sounds [ 0,9, &, 00] “orange”

R tngN, “of” §?, “hoat” BR t?, “boy” @, “cow” AR >, “cloth” N[ P

“fork” PRRh, “goose” (long double “00” [u:]) XKKMM, “food” (short double “00” [v])
PRIN, “good” XRKN , but if you so desire “onomatopoeia” FFNFTRERIR .

P

[X - Germanic futhark —?*perp- (meaning unclear, perhaps “pear-tree”); Anglo-
Saxon futhorc — peord (Unknown). In the younger Danish futhark where the difference
between voiced and unvoiced consonants was no longer expressed in writing, “b” and “p”
are both represented by the graph B (TH1Y4+P+h BNT “tanmarkaR but” (O.N.
danmarkaR bot), Jelling Stone DR41; I'tN\BN “knupu” (O.N. Gnupu), Sigtrygg Runestone

DR4). On Thror’s Map, Tolkien uses the [X-rune for [p"] and [p], e.g. “upon” NKFE.

For “ph,” sounding like [f], just use ¥ , although [N may be less confusing for

some words, “philosophy” p \QI’IQ Yj N or :H \521’152 KN El
Q

The sound of the Latin latter Q (kw) should be written using CW Ng (or KW
hF), as Tolkien says in the passage above, “There was no rune for Q (use CW I\F).”
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R

R - Germanic futhark —*raido (ride, journey); Anglo-Saxon futhorc — rad (ride).
This usage is retained in the younger Danish futhark. CktRATTR FNHNTPA haraltr
kununkR “Harald the King” as written on the Jelling Stone DR 42). N.B. In the younger
Danish futhark the R r and A R sounds remained distinct. However, note the final R r
sound in the name *tR4['TR haraltr, where one would expect A R. Elmer Antonsen
notes, “Since the trill after apicals must have been itself apical, it is not surprising to find
PG (proto-Germanic) */r/ in this position designated by A. Over time, however, the usual
practice came to be the designating of the reflexes of both */r/ and */z/ after apicals with
R.%8 In modern English the sounds represented by the graphs R and r, vary drastically
from dialect to dialect.

The Roman apparently had a trilled r, which was called littera canina (the dog’s
letter) by Persius, “Sonat hic de nare canina litera”®® That this letter resembled the
snarling of a dog shows up in Vergil, where alliteration of the r sound represents the
barking of Cerberus, the three headed dog guarding Hades. “Cerberus haec ingens latratu
regna trifauci/personat adverso recubans immanis in antro./cui vates horrere videns iam
colla colubris”’® As well as in Catullus, where his insult “bitch faced” is accompanied by
the alliteration of the snarling r, “ruborem ferreo canis exprimamus ore.”’*

On Thror’s Map, Tolkien uses the letter r in “three” PRS and “grey”

XRMH and “door” MFFR. There is evidence Tolkien would have used a trilled r before
vowels, and, in his own non-rhotic dialect, “dark is pronounced [da:k]. Anyway, the
rolled r (trilled r) /r/ and alveolar approximant /1/ are used in the same place depending on

dialect, and the orthography would be the same. Thus “rose” RRUM. The same applies
to the rhotic r, non rhotic r, and rhotic trilled r following a vowel, thus, for “bird” (Middle
English “bryd” pronounced [baid] or [brid]), we have [b3id], [b3:d], bird], all written as

BIRNM. Likewise, “car” ([kai] and [ka:]), NFR, “deer” (Middle English “deor”) ([dii],
and [dis]) MMMR, “bear” ([bei] [be:]) BMRR, and “horse” ([ho:s], [hoas], [hors])

NFRMM are all pronounced differently depending on dialect, but orthographically are
written the same.

S

U - Germanic futhark —*sowild (Sun); Anglo-Saxon futhorc — sigel (Sun). The
younger Danish futhark continues this use. On Thror’s Map, Tolkien uses for the [s]

sound in “setting sun” UMTTIX UNT and the [z] in “Durin’s day” MORHM MER.

8 Antonsen, Runes and Germanic Linguistics, 306.
8 Persius, Sat. 1, 109.

0 Vergil, Aeneid VI 417-19.

"L Catullus, Carmina 42.
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SH
[J] is a combination of S+H MN, and Tolkien uses this combination on Thror’s
Map “thrush” PRRAMN. This sound could also theoretically be rendered H+S NUasin
the Chinese Wade-Giles Romanization system’s “hs” N4 (pinyin “x”), and can be used

for the “sh” sound in Chinese “Xia” NMIE. Also notice the Mayan Xibalba
NUIBRTBE or xbalanque NUIBRCEHhPER.

ST

The st-rune [ is found in runica manusripta, but is not attested in any epigraphic
examples. Although Tolkien, in his introduction to The Hobbit, mentions the use of this

rune, on Thror’s Map, Tolkien uses “st” UT in the words “stand” UTF M and “stone”
UTHFM.
T

T - Germanic futhark —*tiwaz/*teiwaz (the god Tiwaz); Anglo-Saxon futhorc —
Tiw (Tiw). The younger Danish futhark continues this use ( TH+Y4Ft4 BNT “tanmarkaR
but” O.N. danmarkaR bot, Jelling Stone DR41). On Thror’s Map, Tolkien uses T in the
words “last light” FRUT TIXNT.

TH

P - Germanic futhark —?*purisaz (the god Thor, giant); Anglo-Saxon futhorc —
porn (thorn). The younger Danish futhark continues this usage. On Thror’s Map, Tolkien

uses P for both the [0] (thing, teeth) sound in “three” PRR and [0] sound (this, breathe,
father) in “the” PM.
U

N - Germanic futhark —*@iruz (aurochs), where it represents the [u] sound;
Anglo-Saxon futhorc — ur (aurochs). The younger Danish futhark continues this usage,
where it stands for [u] as well as [0], [y], [¢], and [w]. On Thror’s Map, Tolkien uses

N for [A] “thrush” PRNMN and NKFE “upon.” In modern English, the N graph would
be used for [A] “run” Rht, [3~1] “nurse” +NRMM, [6] “put” 0T, [u:] “true” TROM,
[(Du] “uniform” NHPRRK, [(j)ov1] “cure” NDRM.

\

For words with the letter “v” derived from Latin, one should probably use N eu”
(the u-rune) for “v”. In Latin, the graph V (a stemless variation of upsilon Y) was
borrowed from the Greek alphabet (either directly from the Western Greek alphabet or
from the Etruscan alphabet as an intermediary). This graph represented the vowel [u]
sound, as well as the consonantal [w] sound. From the first century CE, in Vulgar Latin
the [w] sound evolved into the [v] sound. In this respect, Tolkien’s argument for the use
of the u-rune in the words with “v” is etymologically sound. However, in words derived

42 Benjamin Daniels, January 31, 2015 (2021)



RUNES

from the Germanic, the P-rune might be better, thus Valkyrie (O.N. Valkyrja, O.E.

Welcyrie) “Walcyrie PRTNRRIM.

On Thror’s Map, Tolkien uses u-rune for the letter “v” where, based on Germanic
etymology, he should have probably used an f-rune, e.g. “five” PInM (Old English fif;

Proto-Germanic *fimfe). For words derived from Old English and not Latin, the graph V
IS a more appropriate choice than using the u-rune. This relationship can be seen in the
words “fox” (O.E. fox and M.E. fox and vox), “vixen” (O.E. fyxe), and raven (O.E.
hreefn).

W

P - Germanic futhark — *wunjo (joy); Anglo-Saxon futhorc — wynn (joy), written as the
letter wynn (P, p) in the Old English Alphabet. In the Germanic and Anglo-Saxon
systems the P -rune represented the sound [w]. In the younger Danish futhark, the u-
rune, N, was used for the consonant sound [w]. On Thror’s Map, Tolkien uses it for the

sound [w], e.g. “with” gl

WH

On Thror’s Map, Tolkien spells the word “when” as “hwen” NPM#, which is
etymologically sound as the Anglo-Saxon for “when” is hwenne, hwenne, hwonne. This
practice can be used for other words derived from the Germanic that have the wh sound,

such as “what” (O.E. hwat) and “narwhal” (Old Danish: narhval), thus “hwaet” NPRT
and “narwhal” TFRNPR[™,

X

Originally, in the Germanic futhark, the graph Y (?*algiz, unclear, possibly “elk”) stood
for the value [z]. In the younger Danish system, due to phonological changes, this graph,

now turned upside down A, came to represent a sound with an increasingly more r-like
quality and is now transliterated as R (for this sound, see the note for R above). In

addition, in the younger Danish futhark, the graph Y was used to write the value [m].
However, in the Anglo-Saxon futhorc, the graph Y became eolh (elk-sedge), and stood

for the value [ks], which was used in Latin words with “x.” As such this graph could
stand for the “x,” in “fox.” However, the [ks] sound could just be transcribed

phonetically, thus, PRbBM or PRY, 0.E. fox, ipa [ks]. Following the Anglo-Saxon,
Tolkien, in his introduction to the Hobbit, wrote, “On the Map all the normal runes are

found, except for X Y.
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In addition, there is the possibility, when “x” is not used for the [ks] sound, of
transcribing this letter phonetically, thus using “z” A for words like “xenophobe”
AMIFPRBM and “hs” NM can be used “sh” sound, as in Chinese “Xia” NUIE or
Mayan Xibalba NMIBETBE or Xbalanque RUIBRETCRENPER, as well as “h” or for
some Spanish words, e.g. “Oaxaca” PRNRNE.

Y
A modified u-rune I\ (yr ‘bow’) was created for [y] and was put in the 27"
position of the Anglo-Saxon futhorc, and is apparently a combination of the two runes |
and N.72 Tolkien uses W for both consonant y and vowel y, thus from the dustjacket of
The Hobbit, Tolkien has “years journey” B'TRUIFNHR MR (Notice Anglo-Saxon ea-

rune T’ being used in years). However, in Anglo-Saxon, M was used for the vowel sound
[y] as in French "tu™ or German "Buicher,” so Tolkien’s use for consonant y [j] in “years”
and the [i] in “journey” is anachronistic. Anyway, for lack of a better method, it works

nicely, thus “yak” REh and “monkey” NRHMR.

Z

Originally, in the Germanic futhark, the graph Y (?*algiz, unclear, possibly “elk™)
stood for the value [z]. However, in the Anglo-Saxon futhorc, this graph became eolh
(elk-sedge), which stood for the value [ks] used in Latin words with “x.” The graph
A does appear as a variant of Y in some Germanic futhark inscriptions. In the Cotton

MS Domitian A. ix, A is one of four runes added to the traditional futhorc, but stands for
the letter “k.” The letter “z” enters English through French and Latin, and O.E. would
represent the sound [z] and [s] with the letter “s.” Tolkien notes there isn’t any graph for
the letter Z — “There was no rune for Q (use CW l\F); nor for Z (the dwarf-rune A may
be used if required),” which seems to be a compromise using both the Germanic futhark
and Anglo-Saxon futhorc versions, and thus this is his own creation. Anyway, artificial as

it is, | have followed Tolkien, therefore — “zebra” AMBRE.

2 «y is clearly a ligature consisting of an i within a u.” Antonsen, Runes and Germanic Linguistics, 399.
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Appendix: Chart for writing Modern English with Roman Letters, Runic Equivalents,

IPA Equivalents, and Examples

a R [z, a, ei] “apple” EKKTTM
b B [b] “bear” BMER
¢ N [Kk] “cat” AR

d X [d] “duck” NDRh
e M[e s, o, i] “elephant” MCMPEIT
f P [f, v] “fox’ PRRM or PRY
g X [g] “gir” X]

T

7V
4

<
#II

h N [n] “hen” NME

i 1[1,i] “iguana” IXDE1E

j [d3] “jaguar” IRXDNER or XXEXD
“giraffe” NXIREPPM

k b [K] “kangaroo” hEEXERKQR

| T 1] “leopard” TMKIFRN

m M [m] “mouse” HROMM

nt [n] “Nightingale”

4
/v

5
LL

THXETM
R and “finger” PIRXMR
o K)o, o, a ov] “orange” KREXXM or
p I [p] “purple” KNREKTM

ng X [n] “thing” P

| hersnt

N

<4
v
7
X
Dad
=
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q hP (\NP) [0, 8] “queen” hEMMt or ANPMM1
R 1] “rose” RRUM
s U [s,2] “snake” UIEH
sh MN /] “shine” UNI]
t T 1] “turtle” TR

b (th) > [0, ] “thrush” B>

| poamy ||
=l 1=

7
{

I
A I x4

S
uNu,o vy, g w] “umbrella” NNBRMITTE
v [v] “victory” NINTFRR and “raven” REPM1
w P [w]“water PETMR
wh (hw) “narwhal” $ERPNRT or 1FRRNPRI
x (Y, hM) [ks] “foxes” PREMMU or PRY
y B [j, i] “yak” REh and “monkey” HQth
z A [z] “zebra” AMBRE

(€4

SN
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